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SUSSEX DISCOVERY 
SFHG Webtalk - 23 July 2026 - Support Notes  

Search 

¨ Keep an eye on the growing total records 
¨ The picture changes, so you know its an 

acƟve website. 
¨ You have TWO places to start your search… 
¨ …..both take you to the Search Page 

HOME PAGE 

¨ You will only see this page at the start of 
your search journey or every Ɵme you click 
‘Search’ on the Menu. 

¨ If it is your first visit just sƟck in a surname 
and click search so you can familiarise 
yourself with the Search Results page 

SEARCH PAGE 

discovery.sĬg.uk 

GENERAL TIPS 

¨ You must use either Surname or LocaƟon in your search. 
¨ Any combinaƟon of Surname, Forename & LocaƟon may be used EXCEPT Forename alone. 
¨ Surname & Forename require at least 3 leƩers. 
¨ If you enter 2 names they will be searched for separately 
¨ Reset will clear ALL fields 
 
¨ Choose LocaƟon from the drop-down list.  
¨ Type the first leƩer of a locaƟon to jump down the list.  
¨ To clear a locaƟon, choose the 'dashes' at the top of the list. 
 
¨ When you enter a Year, you can adjust it using the arrows to the right. 
¨ Remember to fill in BOTH year fields! 
 
¨ Don't forget to choose how you would like to Match the surname/forename.  
¨ Similarity - Matches names with similar components eg Brown and Browne 
¨ Exact - Matches names precisely with what you have entered 
¨ Regular Expression - Picks up paƩerns in names 

See page 3 for help with ‘matches’ 
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SEARCH RESULTS PAGE 

¨ These are the same criteria 
available on the previous screen 

¨ FILTERS available to narrow the 
search 

¨ Number of results found for 
criteria given 

¨ List of Data Sets where results are 
located, in order of number found. 

¨ Click ‘VIEW’ to drill down into 
results 

 
ONLY MEMBERS can see beyond the 
Search Results Page 
 
 

NB. Don’t forget to scroll 

SEARCH RESULTS: DATA SET VIEW  

¨ TranscripƟon and Reference 
Details 

NB. Don’t forget to scroll 

¨ Click ‘MORE INFO’ to view 
remainder of the informaƟon 

¨ Results are sorted by date iniƟally, 
however…  
You can now SORT on each of the 
column headings. 
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WILDCARDS 
¨ Choose EXACT MATCHES for Wildcards to work 
¨ Wildcards increase the chance of results where the exact 

spelling or length of a name is not known.  
¨ Both name fields accept Wildcards.  
¨ Wildcards are symbols that replace single or mulƟple 

unknown leƩers 
 
eg. Franc?s = Francis or Frances 
eg, Fran* = Francis, Frances, Frank, Francesca 
 
 
 
 

¨ Use combinaƟons for mulƟple differences  
 
eg W*lv?n = Wolvin, Wollvin, Woolvin, Woollvin, Woolven, 
Woollven etc. 

PATTERN-BASED SEARCH 
¨ Choose Match Type REGULAR EXPRESSION  
¨ This is a sequence of characters that specifies a match 

paƩern in text. 
¨ Both name fields accept PaƩern-Based searches.  
 
eg. ^Will = names starƟng with "Will" ie Williams, Willis, WilleƩ, 
Willard, Willmar, Willson 
 
eg. son$ = Hanson, Johnson, Parson, Robertson, Thompson 
 
eg. Sm[iy]th = Smith or Smyth 
 

SEARCH TIPS 

SIMILAR MATCHES 
¨ General searching using the expected range of potenƟal 

matches 
¨ Looks at the leƩers used and expected similar spellings 
¨ Includes parƟal and full matches  
 
e.g. Brow, Brown, Browne, Browning, Brownly 
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NEWS PAGE 

¨ Updates and addiƟons are announced here at regular intervals 
¨ Plus explanaƟons, informaƟon and changes 

SUPPORT PAGE 

¨ Divided into 4 secƟons to offer advice, Ɵps  and resources 
¨ These pages will be updated regularly with addiƟonal support and materials 
 


